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Accelerating the promotion of the tourism resources of Central Asia in China
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Zhao Lingmin, the former editor-in-chief of South Reviews
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Central Asia’s advantaes in relona develoment
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As an important path connecting the East Asian countries and West Asia and
Europe, the geographical location of Central Asia is very special. On the morning
of September 7th, 2013, it was at Nazarbayev University in Kazakhstan where
Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed, in his speech, the initiative to jointly build
the “Silk Road Economic Belt”. ,
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The vision of innovative, coordinated, green, open_g_nd sh\are development
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In recent years, economic cooperation between China and Central Asia has mainly focused on energy, economy and trade, infrastructure and so on. The China-Kazakhstan Oil
Pipeline and the China-Central Asia Natural Gas Pipeline have been successively completed and operated. China has been an important trading partner and source of foreign
investment for Central Asian countries. The status quo is that member states have strengthened cooperation in the fields of politics, economy, security, and humanities,

established a new type of international relations featuring mutual respect, fairness and justice, and win-win cooperation, and upheld a new concept of pursuing innovative,
coordinated, green and open development and having its fruits shared by everyone so as to expand the space for pragmatic cooperation.
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Another fact is directly related to the economic strength and resource endowments of China and Central Asian countries.
China is the world’s second largest economy, with a large population China is a manufacturing, export and infrastructure
giant. Both economic development and people’s lives require a lot of resources. Central Asian countries are mostly energy-
rich countries, they have huge demand for China’s commodities, infrastructure, and investment. Therefore, there is still a vast

space of cooperation between the two sides in the fields of energy, economy, trade, and infrastructure.
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Central Asia’s potential for tourism development
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Tourism is a sunrise industry in the truest sense of the word. It not only has economic

significance, but also plays a special role in enhancing mutual understanding among
peoples of all countries, maintaining dialogue and communication between different

civilizations and religions, and protecting cultural and natural heritage.
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Central Asia’s potential for tourism development
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accounted for over 10% of global GDP, 6.5% of world’s total exports, and 27% of world’s service exports. According to statistics, in 2018, one out of every ten jobs in the world were

created in the tourism industry. In 2019, the market size of China’s outbound tourism reached 155 million visitors, a year-on-year increase of 3.3% compared to 2018; overseas spending by
Chinese outbound tourists exceeded 133.8 billion U.S. dollars, it was a growth rate of more than 2%. During the epidemic, people stay at home most of the time. Most Chinese have been
unable to travel abroad for more than a year. In the next one or two years, with the distribution of vaccines and the end of the epidemic, the suppressed demand for outbound travel is

expected to see a growth spurt.
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The status quo of the tourism development in China and Central Asia
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In 2019, the top 15 outbound tourist destinations for mainland Chinese residents were Macau, Hong Kong, Vietnam, Thailand, Japan, South Korea, Myanmar, the United
States, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia, Russia, Cambodia, the Philippines, and Australia. Regrettably, no Central Asian countries can be seen in the list. Currently, the most visited

Central Asian country for the Chinese is Kazakhstan, with only about 200,000 travelers per year.
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Central Asia’s advantages in tourism development
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The tourism resources of Central Asia are very rich, and this area has a

differentiation advantage compared with the popular destinations of China’s outbound

tourism. To sum up, the main points are as follows:
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Firstly, a large number of cities and historical figures that are related to the Silk Road, such as
Samarkand, Andijan, Tashkent, Bukhara, and such historical figures as Zhang Qian, Ban Chao,
Xuan Zang, Genghis Khan, Marco Polo, and Timur, not only appear in history books, but also
in celebrity’s travelogues, biographies, and literary works.
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Secondly, Central Asian countries boast unique natural resources. Central Asia is one of the few places on
the earth that still maintains primitive and unique natural environment. There are majestic mountains and
rushing rivers, thousands of lakes and springs dotted around the region, and peculiar valleys and endless
grasslands. AMYXEIREF, Bt TIFSHEMIER, Ik 7 ARBE LRYRSEITESY. &£
WAYHE—REAI T, BMERERRKER, FEEAIUEREEAILE ERIERSE, For many
Chinese, especially those from subtropical regions like Guangdong, this kind of scenery looks like

amazingly marvelous and attractive.




B ¥ & ¥ # ¥ Central Asia Economic and Trade Webinar

ERARNAFREAIRSICZ 4L, IV RUAFERIASHE, MREFEHZRIRRX
BE, MPAItEFEXEE, MAEERESETAERE, Rl ZENEE.

Thirdly, Central Asia is at the intersection of different cultures and religions. Central Asia is
located in the hinterland of the Eurasian continent. The ancient Chinese civilization as represented by
Confucianism lies to the east, the Greek civilization lies to the northwest, to the southwest it connects
with the Persian civilization across the Caspian Sea, and the Indian civilization lies to the south.
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Fourthly, Central Asian cities generally have a relatively low price level, a slow
pace of life, and a high happiness index. This provides a different kind of life and
experience for people in large Chinese cities who have a fast pace of life and live in a

fiercely competitive environment for a long time.
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The above are the characteristics of the tourism resources in Central Asia, which are
especially attractive to Chinese tourists. It is recommended that Central Asian countries
make preparations as early as possible. Firstly, to carry out epidemic prevention and control;
secondly, to establish a tourism safety guarantee system; thirdly, to simplify visa
application procedures and improve the cons/trjjft'Kn and services of tourism facilities; ;

fourthly, to carry out publicity and promotion eatlier.
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