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The Netherlands is one of 

the world's largest 
exporters of agricultural 

and food products, thanks 
to its innovative agrifood 

technology.  





The famous secret: Golden Triangle 

• The Netherlands is a hotbed of R&D in the area of agri-food, due 
largely to the excellent knowledge infrastructure and close 
collaborations between knowledge institutes, government and 
the private sector, the so-called “golden triangle”.  

 
• Key R&D centres include Wageningen University and Research 

Centre (WUR), the Top Institute Food & Nutrition and the public-
private innovation program FND+.  

 
• Some 12 out of the 40 largest Food & Beverage companies in the 

world have R&D facilities located in the Netherlands. 



Holland: where tradition and innovation 
are one 
• The Dutch shaped their land, and the land in 

turn shaped their mind-set and approach to 
solving tomorrows challenges. 

 

• Partnership and innovation is in the Dutch 
DNA, with creative, sustainable solutions in 
the areas of health, food, water, energy and 
infrastructure 

 

• The Dutch highly value their traditions while 
keeping an open mind to exploring new 
opportunities, and embracing new 
challenges.  

 

• The Dutch constantly seek collaborations in 
finding the best possible solution to the 
problem, going beyond known cultural and 
technological boundaries. 





Top Sectors in Focus 
In its economic policy, the Dutch 
government is focussing on nine business 
sectors that are key to Holland’s 
international trade and investment. 
 
These are sectors that are leading the way 
in innovation and sustainability, 
collaborating with Holland’s knowledge 
institutes on worldclass research and 
development.  
 
Together, these sectors are the drivers of 
the Dutch economy. 
 
For edible vegetables Holland is second in 
world exports. Only China is a greater 
exporter for vegetables. The Netherlands 
is the fourth largest exporter for fruits. 
Only the USA, Spain and Chile export 
more. intelligent greenhouses that can float on water 



World’s leading supplier of flowers, 
plants and trees 
Horticulture Sector 

Leon Ammerlaan has a pot plant nursery in 
Pijnacker. The geothermal he uses to 
inflates his company inflatable structure 
also provides 470 apartments with energy. 

• The Dutch horticulture sector is a global 
trendsetter and the undisputed 
international market leader in flowers, 
plants, bulbs and propagation material. 

• Holland has a 44% share of the 
worldwide trade in floricultural products, 
making it the dominant global supplier of 
flowers and flower products. 

• The sector is the number 1 exporter to 
the world for live trees, plants, bulbs, 
roots and cut flowers.  

• Dutch horticultural innovations include 
intelligent greenhouses that can float on 
water, moving platforms, robots, 
innovative lighting, water and waste 
recycling, and greenhouses that generate 
more energy than they consume and 
thus contribute to a reduction in CO2.  













Some of the The Dutch companies active  in 
Turkey 



Thank you… 


